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THE BEDFORD 
116 East iiOth Street 
New Tork 



CAUdonU 5-1000 ^:^:^<."V.^^3'^: • 



Dear Mr. Blddlei 



1*11 very sorry I haven f t been able to eee jmu J 
Do you suppose you could ask Edgar 1 a boys to atop stepping on ; 
ny heels? They think I'm an enencr alien. It's getting tii*- ^ 



I - 



Congratulations on the S*S. Batten 



/s/ John Steinbeck 



... ^4 



COPT 



1* ■* 




is 



ktd<: 



Lv/^ 18 ^ - WAV 21 1942 



1X& IHTOHJfATINf COITAITOJJ 
SBRtltt IS U?5J.^3IrI4J 




> ■ "> ^V^v > E«fer«co6 i. Md« [to your afcormndai <fcted ■t^'&%|n&fe^ 
f 'i ' "1942, transmitting a latter addressed toyom by *oi» Steiebec*, '-£^:y 
ill which Steinbeck ooaplained that be ai being investigate* ■^V^-l§tf>'' 
•'•":"„• " , as an ens^ alien by representatives oT this lmii» ■t.,,:^:^';^^ 



I wish to Ad-vis* that Steinbeck ia not being and taaa 
never been investigated by this Bureau. His letter to you it 



returned herewith. 



Incloeur* 



Mr. To It 00 



Mr, E A. Tamm, 




•r:..vr 

< •■■ •. ..^^ 

John fti^ar Boorar 

\ ^ * . ■ 



X> T-. 



Mr. Qiwl» >* * 
Mr.Lftdd 
Hr.Nieholt 

Mr . BoitB ;1I j ^ J4 ^ ,> v . 

Mr.W^_l^ V . %% eo 

Mr, C»r«oa. % u 

Mr. Cof fey. 
Mr, Hendoo 



Mr. Hollomi 
Mr. McGoire 



K . 



Mr. Ne»te_ 
MissGandy. 






JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 




(fir 



Si os p. y. 
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CC-287 



9*b?ral Surrau of Innrrtfgation 
United §tate« Bepartment of Jurtir* 
Sastjitigtan, B. 01- 



Oeto&er 27, 194 



MEMORANDUM FOB 




MX. K. A. 



ALL INFORMATION C0STADQ& 
■ERE IN IS UNCLASSIf XJQ 
WOil ' tWlllLMJU i Wi 



Mr. Taliom 

Mr. A. Tanun_ 
Mr. CUf f M 
Mr. GUyJa_ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Niehali. 

Mr. Roitn 

Mr. Tracy., 
Mr. Car»on_ 
Mr. Cof£ey_ 
Mr. Hendoa^ 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire. 
Mr. Harbo 



Mr. Quina Tan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Naaaa 

Mi 88 Beahm 

Ml 8 1 Gaadj 



Miss Collins in the Attorney General f a office telephoned 
and advised that the Attorney General wanted to see the 
Bureau's file on JohrPsteinbeck tomorrow morning (oct.28th). 



Respectfu 




5*45 P. M* Miss Collins was advised that the Bureau 
had conducted no investigation concerning Jofrn Steinbeck 
and her attention was called" to the Bureau's memorandum 
of May 21, 1942, in which the Attorney General was bo 
advised* - 




n 



AR HOOVER 
:cro« 




O 0 

Jebpral Bureau of Inoratigation 
fintteb §tatra Brpartmrnt of lustire 

October 30, 19h2 



CC-287 



EAT:RF£ 

CaU 6t05 PM 
Typed 7»U5 PM 




Telioa *"^ 

A. Taoua 

CUft 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



GUtIb 
Ladd 
r.Nieb 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Traey 

Mr. Car»on_ 
Ur. Coffey_ 
Mr. H«sdoa_ 

Mr. Krimtr 

Mr.McGuire. 
Mr. Ear bo 



Re: JOHN^TEINBECE - AUTHOR • 



Mr. Qulan Tima. 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neaee 



•Uftll^^TIytf&^HSfc 5 " Beahm - 

fijRElH IS UKCIASSXJim G » ft «»- 

jBtCEPT WHEBS SHOW — 

XHHHWlfflS .M*" ' 



/7S 



In resaehse to her previous request I telephonically Advised 
Miss Collins ip/the Attorney General's office that ^e had in Vvr possession 
two pampblet^which concerned the above-entitled individual./ One of these 
entitledjjpfheir Blo od Is St rong? was written by the s ubjedc and published 
in 1938 by the Simon J. Lubin Society of California. TJhe^teri^in this' 
pamphlet is similar to that contained in his book "T he^rapee^of Wr ath" and 
concerns the activities of migratory agricultural workers<The other pamphlet, 
which was furnished to us in toy, 1938, is entitledifSfite rs Take Sid es" and 
contains the opinions of several hundred authors as 'To whether they are for 
or against Franco. I informed Kiss Collins that the subject was one of the 
authors quoted therein and further advised her I would make these pamphlets 
available to her for whatever purpose she may need them. Kiss Collins stated 
shewDuld appreciate the use of them very much. 

Resp< 





F B I 

15 NOV 3 1942 



5 8 NOV 1 8 194?- 



v - \ 



Hi 



— West Pais Be 



O. 



Florida. 



Dec amber 5>,1942. 



Hon. J.Xdgar Hoover , 

Chief of F.B.I.Washington,D.C. 

Sir: 



T^STEIU 



Subject: JOHH ERH8MTEIHBB0I 
Complaint : proposed • agitation of 
--^ffapeneoe Relocation 

C etLt ergTCalTTQTgl a & West, 

For eome time past 1 have resented books by Steinbeck, for 
they portray such unrepresentative pictures of our American life in 
rural districts* X live near the Everglades farms district and • 
most of the migrants out there live better than I do.whlle they are 
here for the picking season* 46578 



8telnbeck f s name Is 
German f born In Florida of 
WHO'S WHO in U.S. writing 
furnishes the information 



Jofcn Ernst Steinbeck. His father was a 
German parents, according to the story li 
circles. But of course the author 
about himself*. 



i. £2 

? hi 

j -wl 



1 



£2 



My reason for writing this ie that it is rumored that * 
Steinbeck is now gathering information for a heart-throb about the 
sad condition of Japanese in Relocation Centers in the West. I 
think it would be best for all concerned that he be not permitted 
to issue such a story untilafter the war— if ever* « ,- 



■a 

1 

J 



/ — ■ 



j ft > 
* P 



Under strict enforcement of postal regulations, Steinbeck's 

books would not be permitted to go through U.8. malls, because of 
their scurrilous ana odbcsab pttB6ng««»» iu««* — 

examples of the immoral life of the U.S. in foreign countries 

opposed to us. I understand his books have been translated into 
German and circulated as " horrible examples ,« but I cannot prove this. 




THIS LETTER DOES NOT NEED A REPLY. 
IT IS ONLY SENT TO YOU 



AS INFORMATION. 




You may have all this information from other sources; but Z 
will explain why I am writing it. Dur_inR_ the other World War r 
made reports direct to tiSSS&BBBBSBSK Sm when they did not tycfgu- 

concern local matters, bu^cam^to^^attention regarding other 
sections of the country, I had authority to do this. 

''/-Where 5 js Mr? Steinbeck? - A- r n 

" Is he- attempting to get information concerning government hoi 
of^eoldiersf u ' '<» " ~ ' t /. JJ^/SX 

'Be oi-feht dress in uniform and hang around incomplete^ eanpfi 
like<Spca Ratone, trying to get information as to inadequacy of ei&plu 
before are completed and outfitted perfe cetly. I hope this pill 

not occur, \ t ~ ' BEOORliED 4 ISDEY^ ~ ' fc 

~-f'3 * Bespect fully your; 

, CO mi 

Mai 1 





4 
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ItBW 



Date: 

To: 



It. XMt 



CC-186 I 



r. Silloa t. 



an, uronurr t / -ra i^ S) 



3* V'-: ■:■*: 



«ar Kelooatlea ivibrlto 
Burr BaUAlas 

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation' 



Subject: Jon 



t-V.' 



tor yew iaforaetloa aaft >Aater*r oeatlleratloa yea 
*•«■ adTieeUe, tt*re 1« Ml forth tela* the portlaeat ga rttaa a t 
* COMrmdoatiom roooalljtjofiolre& at (hit *ure*a froa eae 

• **ia m, n 

. . M« *eaah. flertea* 

* ' • , >....,- S»*«teT t, ittft. ^ 

Rea. 7. S*ger Boorer *ohjeott JOB* TOST 8TEX1 

Chief tf M. I. «aohls*tea. B.C. . Coaplalatt Propose* acttatioa 

•in— \ ; > ; Coaler*, eallferala 

ereoee*ee#««*«*e*e«*e»eee**«*»e«»*e 
•Tor eoae tie* pott 1 here roseate* Woke V •tetaheelt, for 
they p*tU*jf much waarerrotoitotito plctwroo of ovr Aoerleoji life la 
nuttl dletrtoio. S Uto moor the Zr*r£U&ee Duns Aletrlet oM 
■m* of the Bl^roftte out ttoe IIto Wiior thao X «o, 1AU0 they ore • 
ftoro for the ploJd^f tea— « -..^V--' . 



Mr . f»u»» •Stelaoock f o »w to /oka Knut Btela^ook. H« fktkor a ' 

Mr. b A. Tamm toiwa. kora la Florid* of 9oT«oa paroato f oooorOiaj to the otorr la 
Mr ciett " nn!0 1 1,30 *» V.*. wrltta* •lroloa. B«t of oovie tfce aataov 
Mr oi. i» - foralehoo tko laroraatloa aW alaoolf.- 



Mr. Lftdd 

Mr. Roi«i~ 
Mr Tr» 
Mr. Ctr^i 



*^jr mioa for vrlti»< ihi* tt iWl it 1« naor^fi Ua« 



Httlaoo4k.lo.aov gath»rl« lafora«tloa for a WrMaret aoo«t tko 
^ael ooaflltloa, of Jopl^ooTl ' 



. U >4lo«atloa Coatoro la the Vett, f 
-thlok it jfooli V hoot foi a*l-«oacerao* that ho he aot poralttoi 



-*o linte «wh a otory mnallvmo^ the 

Mr. H. nhtUEL 2 1 P-M. J ^ ^ tvfi J| \\ 



Mr. Kr»«ji«r_-- = J\ /Jk/^ |. 
Mr MeQblM^l^^arCr\ ; » ' f j 

«r. N««i*J ' . ~\T 1 J 



4f 



rwf\ 






yj _ 



<r5 



AUGiSM 

letter of freasalttel." ? ; > 

Honorable J. Wgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
United States LepertBent of Justice. - 

Washington, 2>. 0'. 



The attached coniami cations are forwarded for your ^nfoi 

■'" " " - ■ • jVf^y?^cM-- 

tion and such action as you consider advisable. . :~ v \ ; •- ^Xtf&pL 

Jot the Chief, Military Intelligence Servieet. 





Enclosures 



1. R, JOBBs? ~:J>% 
Colonel, General Staff Corps,, ^ - 
Asst. Executive Officer, JOS.; 



OB. 





FT*! 




B&OORD&Dl 

■ * I - 
TNDEXSD, >■ * 




n-0/S-U305c 



27 July 1943 



A** 



v " SUBJECTS John E. S7IINBKCI, 150*1 De Gedo Drive, Shennan Oaks, California $ 



10/ I Chief, IIS, War Depertaent, Washington, D. C # 



It kttentioh is invited to our Cl-tl report dated 27 January 1943* 
« ^ Subject aa abort, repreeenting investigation conducted In tha vicinity 
/ of Los Angeles, California, and aeaorandua report da tad 25 April 1943* 
£ Subject aa above, covering investigation conducted In the Second Service 
V • ' Cocaand previously forwarded your office* p • \ V : 

; r ^a f ; ; inciowd find CI-R1 report dated 13 July 1943 representing i*~ ; 
***** veetigation conducted in the vicinity of San Francisco, California* 

3, This office does not concur in the recoirjner.dat ions by the re- 
*r.**v parting agent in dosing report. In vie* of substantial doubt aa to 

Subject's loyalty and discretion, it ie recomended that Subject not be 
/?V* considered favorably for a ooniaslon in the Aray of the United St*tee» 

• " V;, ; : •' ■ 

T! \i\ Undeveloped leads will not be followed in the absence of re~ 

* quest, and this caae is considered cloeed in this office # 



For the AC of S, C-2s 



V 



>$r rr;; -;-: 

r> .""» Xnel» (i» trip) 
I*; v .i CI-R1 dtd 1 f 13-43 



I: 



BORIS T. PXSH ; 
. / Lt.Col., 
Chief* Counter Int«)llg«Ao« Branch 



n 



.A 



r - \ 

%'- A 




> 

<5 



V WAR DEPARTMENT I • ■ 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION • '" 

* 

B» niDM Report made fcy * 



i 

File No. 




•ptelal 1.1. Jthura, C2C, Ui Ai£*l*», CftllfonU. 




1. 





MID, Washington, D. C • eoptes.l 

-& r £d* AagfrlM Officer — 
*" ' -BBBt-BXeH*- 

WAS DKPAJtTltXKT 
O. C IL. Tub K*. 1» 



Reviewed and Approved: 

For Xbm AC of B, 0-2 1 



RICHARD C. HU , i 

Chief, IjnteJti«5uS f ( fiatr»» oU<iP 
Counter Int«lligenc« Branch 
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1. WbmUm *«• -W» 9 Wm*mAmUb»U&r9»mMt\9Tm*9, 

a* W1mA fUarf art fairer tltft aajarai ta Jm»iU«| tU 



>^-*^:;r4i MAin» M WkUf fa* »lf mm M*M? r *M 




^/ > i ■< ; , i *r nyUf a*& ♦mnn, Mi mv wiiUf m tffuui mm 

■--;>■ ■ V*' o.'-*- «* Uii nkjatt. Vt Ml*?, ■ .^-> 

^> V- ; • . - " m» tafMMtlM, fTO aaAiM* *tmm. lav Y«rfc titr, m * 

9wi0L im »ilUr a* a Mlar/ •* WO .00 fa* jaaf* • 

AIM Ue^tliMt tM h«U tt li»l*fla»l Wift- 
**ri«t, Im., far * aaator af ytart afeart m ' 
ap«r»W a «»i 



t' , : • •• ' ■ X • ' 
. ■* 4 • -* ■ 




t , " • ■■■■■■-m^wmm> - ^ : - v , -v-- ; * ~- v? .-^r 



t. ifltetiitjl XH3 ft* *r*w»t, 16041 1*1 0ad» IrtTa, Mawa 0*ks» , 

MMabar, IfU ft* ferea.lM*. | w Tark Wftjr, Iw til|. 




•VW parts «f |W v*rli. (IUms t, ft) 



Hp. So* **rt*r, M4 CtfLlftraU ftrWi, Im fr»MlMf ^ 



y/- ;C!; V ; , ; Ut m*m. (0) mm 9) ,- , V - • • t-v,. 



t # OrcMlntloMt 

^tofterm «rit«rf* Oea^-Mt, 1991 
■ 70oMlttM it Aid Aeritrultural Or<ulx»tloa, 1*31. (JM *) 

£ . 7^BM&tU«rMft-9>rqr 9«f ms« 0»Mi%tM v 1*40 (Km I) 

? ^fcwrctaqr Tou«i AtMMljr, 1987. (Im I) 

| "'" 40H t jnilllii fMl 





■at;. ' rjwvir.x U 



t. ********** —f* (mtlnil) : --r 




Hp. fcrtU 1*, finlv, *lit«nla. (I) (Xm l| 
Mat VrWm 9«rka, SOW feafcto* Strati* In Fraailaaa, 

•rttfawU. <•) (Maa* t) V #^ ^&^fA 

S*. I.Vl>Hrli, W«, flrrt Xa»l«a*l M . 
fctMi fblifani*. (t) (!«• fj r \ 
te. irtrtw »tr**t, af Urn, tertt* A JarraaU, >■ 
MlftnU. it) (ta»D '.i ••v;v;v-.-:S=^^^^OA^ 

fc, 4SS ftqrH^ ^^'MMg^t>- 

(t) ■37^'™'' 



Wml Ivm mt Urtttl^iUea, Sn » )to i 

?mm$rMt ' «*wtwr m nonvt voiu S# tf ^ • 

^* , - ' ; . -\ • top*. US». (Hn»ft) - r. :- ; ..^.U^v-. 

•^-^'-:v ':...>•:; Iwrtm fttflos SUi«u Itmm ItirMi. tn Brnrtm, 

asr«'^"*V " V: . Wlf*nd* Aov rmri if HkjMi trmim&t t. l»Sf 

tffl«t. tnU tUra tnalr, «utf . tt (I«m |* 



Am*»X fcllf. t mtc« B^t. W Im I) * ^ 

lima tBTOBunoY - • " * - — - ----- -■.-■.^> . 



yalltloal «U weudi pMloioply, and vltk 



» Mt^trg «f tha Ooaanaiat 



j*^?^ 7' wait*'* Into ©«» flNttT *» «> 

Trf^^HV- 4l.t •***•%. kt f trie OMy, U ftftJ****^ 

i'ffc' t : i >'Vi Mto<UU«i «A ft«UrltUi U thai n«i*ltgr. U«to 

" v ' r «hwU >• *T»Up«ft «M» yHt-lJT fttt~Uoft *» f i n 



-Tr . feUnda* KkjwtS #^l»7««* » OoatalU^ 
^:^> •» \ . - Imnil, J» V Mr roro«i. »«rtl<r»l«r «UfMl»« %• 

*..«t --'Aw- : *•'«•:; : - ': ■•-•1 v. ; •..•-->/;. -~ 

Co«»lttM thrall lm ft renM «f fttbj-ct'f tWritl** 
vriiUft V fhosM QftTtU forth* Ut iactlM Off ic9 «f 



'A 

r 



#0M *. 



aujKt a» toa-cimero 





. ... ... . .... , p^^y^^0^^^ 

. ... this isrssU^stU* rtmUl that ftaajsrt U W*t, 1%*^ ^sfari**** 
sat a» *se*Us*t fs* sU*«r« arlta*. altaowa aW*«V*«trii»st &r ?^ 
ftlafrstlsa tarla* *L« carif says «f Witts* % aas*«ia»ls« Htk iS* 1 .^; 

as* Ut«rtrt«4 UMT>MiM^* l 



its af tt* 



. — w tf |a« *artr to* In (ataartaf aaiarial far lis writ**** ta #s*lafaY 

fl •• " «Mid'4*tm*»-«utl4C la this seaawr si fta* 

Hkj^t inrtou aHlel.t *l*a myasllsfcat V MiftUt.^?>,: 



ths ssaaaxl* itmn aaprsssst vara * sasiaartt 
fcww, Mljsat rajsatai nanlftti sslitlaal a*ft aosnoaU tfcaarl** • 
rspaataCr «** Uutriii kit ssaoaiatloa vita this tlaaaat *aa It toaaas 
Saps* Ml that Mi arastlf* vas tola* «m4 ta fvtkr U« latarasts #f ta* 




*-V H1>0*, U this least's apiat<m # >MMHH Ut mtiilUi 
1»7*1*7 «i 41saratlea tteiiMrjr for * aaasdsstoa: ta taa Any ff laa feitaa 



ftataa. H>j»«* is ilMin U kit tollaf » 
siuatioa af ths «Mtr Hm«n U this atamtsy 



tokje«i is a msIU sal psvsrfsl wrlUr. 



, lbs sssUl sal 



e 





m* A«Mi »s«os»ssAt %hmX tikj—% ss |^Tsm » ssMdsslos la %hs 'Iw: 
. th* tUts* tt fc* s*a ts pi»a*L wUr» 14s writ Is* **Uit? <Nf 

■-• this'sfflos do.;^et eosm Is «k« - ^ >*Mm<&- 

•:r - rsooaasadstloas sf th« iBrsstifstiTs Sftst. 
ViV- 1 ' sad bsllsrifig that s^stssilsl teibi «xists AWiWWt 
ss ts S^Jset's loyalty and Aiserstlatt, w ^i; 
• 0 — nds |hst Subject aoi bs fsrorsbly son- 
sldsrsd fSr s ssvdsslott la tht Arsj of ths ■ 
CaiUd StatM. Vndsrslsiwd Isads pill aot v 
U fsllsvsd la ths sbssaos sf a rsqu*si # aa4 "5:;- • . U. «ol 
this eass Is scnsl&srsd slsssd la this offlss. Htimar U 




t. K. IalMaT» 



i 




fTTrrTTTTTt* 



?SfS i 

-jr^ ..... 




EMU A 



— r* 



,2Y 



30 June 1943 ' 
Case Bo. D-O/HW* 




Subjectt #m i* nma 

15QU Iwl Sado aViva? 
t Smtiu Oaks, Califc 

V: v * T lit Interries eith Mr. WBTJ 

•■. "X - V On June *, 1943, this Agent iaUrrlwd Wr. ' ■ARTIS RAX, WinW' r ^ 

acquaint*** of Subject. HI associated with 8BZIBWK and his former «Mi*-^.-.> 
CAROL STEttBSCI, during the entire time Subject's residence mlalM Goto** '<■' 
?. California. Informant is presently residing on Sasson toad, Saratoga, /* •;. £ r 
\ Calif ornla. .... - ... ' ,*- C.^>vV"* 

•-::.'.-:■:> - ' •' .. " '.' ■;. "* • 'V. r 

til believes Subject to ba absolutely loyal to the goremment elthowgb * >/. 
Subject associated with mm elements of tho Communist Party earliest 
'' v days of writing. Subject repeatedly stated to RAI that ba was sot a Coa aa gdat , ; 
bat was interacted in the lower-class working people mgardless of their 
marticular political creed. RAI explained that Subject bad written cartel* -■' ■<• 
articles for publications which ware considered Coawraniatle but that these " V j 
■r articles ware written to explain Subject* a point of wiew of the social 
problem involved and not to farther the interact of tho Goasunlst fwrty. 
Subject, according to RU, gradually realised that he was being need by the 
Party and severed all connections with this element after his books began to 
bare a wide sale. . _ t . 

CAROL STEHRBCE, former wife of Subject, told RAI that aba registered " 
with the Co wand at Party in Santa Clara County in 1938 elaply to obaarra the 
local reaction and that Subject was strongly opposed to this eat. ' V'?-!, 
/ . ■ ~; ■ , ..«■■•. 5 ; - t *- F.-y^ 

-.fas ' following the sale of one of Subject « a earlier books, Subject and bis , 
•f , wife wads a trip to lurope, visiting Sweden and ltussia. Ill stated that / . ^ 
Subject was deeply iaprassed by the eeonoale and political policies of 
but was not iaprassed, nor did ba discuss, the government of Russia. 



Concerning Subject's character, RAI stated Subject's Integrity waa beyond 
question. Subject is wary sensitive and sentimental | is deeply devoted to hit 
friends and la easily influenced by these friends to grant large fever*. * 

■ " > - -.v .''.V 1 

RAI believes Subject should ba eoawiseioned in the Amy only if Subject's . 
writing ability nay ba efficiently utilised. According to RAI, Subject would 
work vary bard writing far the benefit of bis country but is not qualified to " 
bold a ooamission in any other situation. - ?« -r w ■>'■:>. 

A/snt's Rotes i 

RAI is a close friend of Subject and has tremendous respect for 
Subject's writing ability. This Agent believes RAI is interested in Subject's 
welfare as a friend yet was absolutely fair and impartial in his recollections 
of Subject and Subject's suitability for a commission in the Amy. 

E M A D CHARLES 0. SHIELDS 

M U ** Agent, CIC 
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&m FrtMUeo, 9*11 f oral*. 

^oM 14, IMS 

feat U. H-0/H430M 



J 



JOBS* 1. JTOWK -v-i ■*/^-'.-f ^^h^-.^- < 

1*041 fial 9*4* SrlT* . ■ •• '* - S4'*.-'»- ;: '--~ ' 



Oaks, Oaliforala 



— v. 



, fii fefoalataAe* ch*ek with HIm lajfca** Bute ^ yr 

Om ;m t, 1943, tbli A*o»t Uterriwed KISS SilBAlA KIHl, SOU JfcckMai 



Stroet, 8mm Tra&clmco, California rnariii^ Kljact. 

KISS BUMS Voiichi the SukJaaVa f int hmf a* ioi Omtoo mnd h*c 
lntiiLatalj mcq-imimted ma \h% t-hjoct lirad om tha praseisoo for m thar* Um 
Oboroattar* KISS BCWtt ballarat fuhjoct to ho unquestionably lojrml t hm*M < ■'- 
Inc hoard him amy that ha had maror rctad tha eomnnlitlo tiekat. i Mtp i 
atroncly opposed ta him trlfo'a roglotratlom vlth tha party. KttS 191D ' 
further *t*ted tt*\t Sucject had mlwajrr re ted Domocratic tickets, and vat 
heartily in faror of tha pollc^Pof tha K#v Boel. 

KISS BUWB atatad fchjact 1m a rary kaw/ drlakar^ Viit |ili»^*d amrar 
m#an him intoxltmtad« SttbjmctU political philomophjr # HISS JOED contidorol ' 
to It mar el/ # laftiab p lm tha aocial chan^ts ealc^l&ta& to Jjrprore iha coj^- 
ditiomm of tha vorkimc elaa«at 9 mad felt Suhjact f t integrity to ^ba 
•Mo. 



^Lrant , a ubXJUU Info rmaat hat tha frtattft rompoot for tha litorarjr work 
of 3ubjact a hut appoarad to this A^&uX to ho eineoro mad caadi* im har 
dftcriptiom af Subjact't «aalltiaa« 



I 



i - 



Aeaat. 0X0 
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MEMO G 



Ian Fraeltoo, 0allf«n±a 
Jim* X4, 1943 



1B0«X *el *ada *riTa v - v <r < - 
■haiman Oaks, Oalifornia 



*«idence efcedfc 



I 

- .-r ■ * !- 

ft 



' On Jus i f l»43 t thiq A^ent lnterrieve* MR. BTM PORTER 244 tallfami*^ 
ttreet. tan Vranoieae, #al*f mU» ynrehaier af WbJect f e hetue la Laa tataa, 

r . ' / ,* . - r,V- .# 

KB. PQJBTSH Aid not know fahject pereenally, hut had fchjeet'e helom** 
ln£t mored from the hooea. le stated thai Sohjeet'a s econ d-^laas uU v»f 
treme&dova, noh ef It apparently eomaranistie, IOU FOBUR read Tarlom* ^ ■ ■ 
parts at ranters and found it t?tj radical, Subject f e librae, Irft in ihe 
former residency contained nany radical books. 

Informant's opinio* of ■abject haeet npon eb serration ef condition ~>_ 
mnder which ftubject ltred la that Subject la Taj? 1*p*1i1t*. aoceatrle, v^'^ 
and unreliable aacially. Informant Had mo knowledge of •object's coen- 
omical or political Yievs axe apt froa the circuns tantial ari dance stated- 

* *■ » v 

SH. POMSR st at ad that Sdbjact aaplayad a Japanasa haoaa >qr f Jaa 1 
Ki^ahfl, who aantixoad to wort: after latject left. HIOaHSI had hooka* * 
osten«lhl7 propaganda oontalnin^ pictnret of Arte leaders and accozplieW : 
■ante. KKUH3I la aov araenataA to the interier. ^ . * . 

A**ntU nctee : POBZXB did mot know Sahjeot, Wt ie rery much apposed to 
acezxomio and palltloel rlewa of tahjaet as indicated >y t^pe^of mall - 
celred and content a af fahject'e library. ■ 

* ■ ■ > - 

• . " ■ • * \ ; j* - . *. - 

■ ■ ■ i • - . - 



CBABLXS 0. 8HISLS3 
iC«nt, CIO 



• ; iL C p 



tan Franclaco, Calif anda 
JO Jan» 1943 
..... «Mf fc.. H-<V*-U30J«. 




'.r^^^^X.^; < : } , ' Ibaramn Oeke, Calif omie ? V .V - 

V\yA- V" , ^ V ' It* Evidence 0^' ; \'. V ,;'. — V. ^ r ;;Vv^^vVV^^^ ! 

Ota June S, lfOf thie Agent intarriewed «r. F. RAIBCatl, / Si 
. V - fee Oatos, California, neighbor of Subject, during the time Subjeai ^ A;^ ' 



> raaidad la Los Gatoa* 



informant stated that Subject van frio*Uy but generally wwj*< K 
aloof • Subject, according to EAUKCBI, apparently »ade frequent ififc, v ^ 
Tiaita out of ton while lirlng 1b Los Gatos, 1UHE0RI recalled - ? . ;•. ^ 
a* derogatory re narks concerning Sub J act j bowcrer, infoment bad r*'.? 
heard that Subject waa very aenaitire art dealred to be eroided WV' f: 
"the local people ao that he could concentrate on his writing without 
Interruption • 

« Thla neighbor llrad approximately one-half aile fro* . . ; ■*- v 
Subject and bad little la eoaaoa with 3ubject. . v - '*;■■;"- ' 

r>^ - * - chjrixs ©a annas *r V-v-^ j^v . 



A«ent f CZC 



r r r — 



F 7 p V 0 B 
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0 



It* frotlin, faltftiaia, 

ilOM 11. 1MI 

lui It. XX~0/»-14X*t 



\>' *>. \ v- ' • vv . .- ^V-^ V\v>* ^ Y*£> 



i. CUlfvnU 



fit 



3* l ^ \ -* 



t , Ylr«| l»Uea*l l«*k, ••lifonU. 

- >v • trtjMt W «* tf«mt 1* «1» Wsk fm Jmly *• 1*3* *• #■»• M, UMSL, 

BQHBT3 Wmiln tf Irijeet vm» ttat Im is wj «*& IWWl **?v-.- 

>£v / ■ . MJ«et **m*lU 1« vorlj * ' 



r., * 



4oaiLll nftt *' ; 10BIEIS had bo k&ovltfc* ff fcijtct'i Momoaioal M* 



> 
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*»y 26, 1943 

Cm* M*. WWA-lWt 






V 



KABDLET ATEEUE, PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFCfillA. Other addresses ar* temporary, 
dependent upoc the current locale of his work. Ha personal effects 
^^»^ &£l»^fettl2j£r»*ft, #ad tois heme $m _ _ , 

«M5 mtfwfcage.ia Bee* tbrfc 01tj«>*je«t has a sister *" ' 

, : ?im fe%iw*ne, another In Ber&ley, f all California 

^Jmshe# e* the t^|^^resiilJ« ^CaryAls .U. " 

ftAJtflt, mTiHirj* again** J*r tasbesiU wishes, registered a* a owwrnisi. this 



STXEET was positive Subject was a net a communist, l*d no communist 
leanings, that his honesty, loyalty and integrity sere of the test, that he 
sas intensely patriotic, and would sake an excellent officer if able to 
«se his writing talent* 

Informant, end his law firm, hare a reputation in moeterey 
conservatism* 

. , .,1 nr , ■ fM^ • IAHIII TR&SK&s 
* < :4 4 - -Special Agent CXD 



i+5 ' 




for 



3^* 



L3S 



r H /a 



\4> 



- - - L- . 



•slinas, Callfsnda 

It? *, 1*43 , * 



1 _ 



^laterfaffrV 



CelJXfrtfciav 



■aterlal far his witUss, 

4, Subject is not a coiwunist. Be bslieTed that the cowmlst sod 





10 # Subject Is QMmmsUUy 

tU fcH frJ — » $m sfcJhe f«nUst is us cnsuir a •omasa tut* * a*** >^ ' 

. . Cell the««lTe* MM«lrtJ%Y>^*S*.^ 

t w V «»U to* Irsftj 1*>alA *m »>Bt wt«n( tk» s» 4 |*rl% * J 
J )*wcara asrs . asterisk U «se in Ma lrftlsgL ^Tf V#?f ' 



■V^'f j> vn I 

— »■ » — 




burtii nuxia. 

Special Afest CIC 



MEMO 




3'i 



Salinas, Oalifonda 
torn I*. U-O/k-UJ05« 






CRAPES OF HEATH froe the Fare Security Administration. His writings, 
according to Informant, come before everything else la hi* life, end 
hie 





y> ^^ ^t;wialirt aartr, ar e «wrthl»er, »* saUi ■, -.-^ 
* feat ea*e '^stere* as *$oawxAst taf see i|j »wld^^a^ 

lS!p^' £U>»fle6teya^^ 



to OAKS. STETMWX. taoject Watt aafce am - ttoelOiat 
efflee* af the malted Statee Arey If *k fee vaa assixaed W 4mtl#f 
*^$$V T .& V'*«to t* «e«ld mee Ha Ulan* far arltiaf, *• JUlJUgnU jfe itsae^*** . 



/ aailtlfarced fjroa CAfoL 8«flWSGK 



k,m feat rpaarrled. Infernani appeared te U$m?v 

f «U aem Mj«tt *aa benefit at *a/ 4^«.ft»;.-^^ 




. ajsr*«t jlLillfcffw.ttgi^and. 
af the nentien af Subject 1 > 



MEMO I 



EIRIII IRARKEL 
Special Af ent CIO 

n 



^ SilFI DlI! Ill ll 



Ban yranelieo, California 

Jon* 11, 1943 

Cast Bo. I X-0/3-14305a 



BHIORARDUM 



kBDUM FOR IBB OFJTOB* » ORARGB ? V^^j^^I/^K'^ ■• 
• BUBJXCTi JOHN X. STEINBECK : J: > 



SUBJECT* JOHN I. 8TBINBECX U iVy ii^, 

16041 Dal Oado prlws :; ^. v ^v' : 
*v;*:,V Shaman Oaks, Calif orsi* ' ** 



BB? Cheek of Totar'a Reglatratlom 

fllaa Santa Clara County, Calif « 

On t June 1945 thla leant cheek the Toter»s Registration 
files Santa Clara County, California to secure information 
eoncerning the Subjeot, who la being considered for a ^ ^ ' 
eonmieeion in the Army Of the Unite* States* i.' 

Registration files shoe that Subjeot*e former wife, Vt? 
CAROL STEINBECK, registered as e Coananlet In Santa Clara ' V : : 
County, 8 Borember 1958. On 16 September 1099, approximately 

one year later, Subjeot'a wife regletered in Santa Clara 
County as a Democrat. On the 13 June 1942, CAROL STEIN- 
BECK transferred her voting registration to Monterey, 
California. .■ ■ ' 



Bo reoord waa found of Subjeot baring registered at 
any time as a Communist in Santa Clara County. >r v 



CHARLES 0. FIELDS • s»' '« * 
Agent, 0 10 > f's . - 

• «• 



t 



M I I 1 U t II 1 1 A - fc 

OEMO J 



I 



* f g e y 1 1 a p*y i a* (1 

lu FruMUn, Calif and* 

IS Mj IMS 

Cut 1*. U-0/S-l4S01* 





OraAit 



• .'it- .. 



■ . •••• •' • . . 

0m IS My 194S tola J*a*i ihMlud tto raeorda ftf tka la tail -1 
CraAlt Aasaalatlaa., ISStoakatoa Straat, Su Travel tea, Calif arai* 
racaxiiA* tka flokjaat* Skaaa raoaria iaeluia raparta fraa tka 
JUtail Karahaat*a Aaaaaiatiaa af fas Jaaa, Calif ami* a*T*rlac 
tuU Clara Cauiy. v ; 

fka oradii raaarda ladieaia that tha Subjaet #ajaj«4 aa 
assailant raftlac U 1940, kad vary t»od aaaaareial aad aarlaca 
aaaeuata 1m Taxlama Calif araia atjjka. Smejact'a lac am* at&tad m 
to aalaly fraa vrltlaca aad aela af atoriaa ta tka aatlaa pitta* 
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MEMO K 



\ . - • s 

San Francisco, California, 
May 1# 19*S« 
Case TTo* IX-0/S-14505c* 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE officer IN CHARGE yr*^— - i. 

i\y r Subjeeti JOH* B* SreiKRSCIji akm Dr. *eckstela, ,".*-*■->* 

- 16041 Dal Sado Drire, , , - 

Y * Shenoan Oaks, California* / "V- /f 

Sat Polioe check. - - 

,rv.; . ; - ■ . ' ... y . ■ _ - , ; . u 

On February 25, 1945, this Agent checked the records of the 
Offioe of Earal Intelligence, 12th Karal Dietriot, Via Aoerioan Legion 
Radical Reiearoh Bureau, the San Franoieoa Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Inrestigation, and the San 'ranoiaoo Polioe Department, all 
af San Francisco, California, regarding Subjects 

\ : ' ' \ i " 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the *an Francisco Polioe 

'Department reported no record of Subjeet* r v * * ; ; 

i. • ■: \ .* 4 . * * 

The Offioe of level Intelligence reported the following reoordi 

•BIO fllea refer to one John STElTBECf, P* 0. ?p* 821, / \ \~ 
Lot Gatos, Calif*, who was a subscriber to thtf^TOPLE* S 
TORLD as of Sept., 1S59. (It should be noted that John 
STEin-ECX, the author, also maintained a home in Los Gato*) n 

The American Legion Radical teeeareh Bureau reported the following? 

;-/-\ - ll/** 19SSt *ae F^cifio »eekly contributor • Red publication 

' * at Carael v 

v * ' 11/15-1 9 56 1 One of the epone ora of the Aesenbly of Youth, ' ' 1 
^. -~ January 9 and 10* 

j . 4/1-1958 i Contributed artlole In thie issue of Pacific V; : 
Weekly (Bad publication)™* The Racial Prejudice 
Aaong the Agricultural Workere in California*/ 
v ~ '; v ; V 10/lTi ^ Chairman of the newly foradd Censaittee to Aid 

j. Agricultural Organisation* (Tery Eed outfit)* 
^V* ;- 6/4-19591 Hie book "The Grapes of *rath* was branded as v. 

V^^v/' Had propaganda by Father A* D* Spearman, S*J* # 



^ director of the library of Loyola, U»L»A* * -\ 



f . « *M former wife* Care)^nnlng^telnbeok, wae 

'-xCf? v l ^ ^ T#gietered Comsznist, Santa Clara Coanty ~ 191$ 

« ^^ / .^ A vk U while liring at It* 1, Boot 9»-D, Los Qetoe* /t - 



HICHOIAS ZAVI^XT, 
Special Agent, CIC, 



MEMO Li 



^OIII D-E IT2 11 (./ 



Saa Franeieeo, OA if oral a 
11 JUne 1945 

Case Bo. IX-0/s-l4505o , 



MEMORANDUM 



C JOB THE OmClB IE CBABOX : -•^V"*/^ 



SUBJECT; JOHH E* STEINBECK 

.;• , 15041 d*i cado nriT« . 



- -- -, J , /-.v"?# : '/*• 

. ... ...... -■■ Sher»au Oak., PelifornU ^ ^ i 

■ Hit ' ' • Pollfe Cheek ? • v^^'fr'^-- 

'C '7 On 8 June 1945 thi* Agent oheoked the reoorde of Die ,J V 

Sheriff* e offlee, Santa Olara County, California and the *, 
Police apartment, Los On toe, California, regarding the --^ t : 
. Subjeot, ' . ■ . ^, ^/U^'l-' 

\ - Foliee Department, Lee Oatoe #> # . Wo Reeori. *^<?>j' 

^ : Sheriff* Offioe, Santa Clara County . | ♦ Ho Re ear* • 



CHARLES 04 SHIELDS „. ' 
Agent, CIO Vv : '* 



* 



... i-' 

». . V'- 



■a a n 1 r 



Memo h 






Ui 




Director, 



~- Mexico Latin Aaeriean Katters 



rDear Sir: 
^ *j% r *= are enclosed ^orj tfig^ ^ireau' 8 

^ inf ormat ion_^ tw o copies of a memorandum for t he 
^\ A mbassador'^lated Karen 22. 1QAA. containing i n 
^ for mation illative t o jjptii-o-^ypi and to, 

ERNEST ^*IK3?AY,_ well-known writer, y 



Mr.NUok. 
Mr. Boras _ 





yours , 



Birch D. O'Neal 
Civil Attache* 



Al ^D0»ll:m" : r V. 

Enclosures • 2 : 

"'" / : • /g^ 27 AiAK 27 1944 - 

* »*4 , 




, * 7-5- * — • 




At jott know, John Stoiriboek'U » wtU^ v '^t 
known writer who is preatntly working 1b Ktxle* 
City *• * correipondoat for iho "H«w York Tri*uno".| - 




*j4 








Office rAenwrandum > united states ^government : 



TO * 
F&OM 

SUBJECT: 



Director, m 



SAC, Sob luteal* 



DATB: ipiil 8, 1*4 5 



■ . '■ '•■-.»?•"—■ v. - v v.. • -ivrt: -. •■•m-.--»v.*w. ;-;.V 

. ■-• • ■ - • ; "... - ■ - .£..»!>• ''* ■ 

Imcoain* Pais* near, BromtrllU, Tuu HZKEIH LS UBCIASSlf aft • : 

TOBEIOB fKATO COWB0L ; CIHESOCIS* ^ 



Beference Is nit to Bantu MK)mdu to 8tt Antonio doted torch tl, 1944 1 " T 
In the aboTo-captlaned matter. Tor th« information of the low York City Offioo, ' 
pofer4nco memorandum adrleed that an l»Yeatlgat Ion wae conducted by Military ..C^v: 
Intelligence Di rial on con coming tbo aboTe -captioned indiridual to determine ; 
hia loyalty and aalt ability to hold a eoamlesioa la tho Amy of tho DM1 tod 
States, and that information had boon racaiTod by tho Bureau indicating that lm : ' 
rlew of aabatantlal doubt as to tho loyalty and diacrotion of tho subject, a 
recommendation mas msda that ho ehould hot bo oonaldorod fiTorebly for a Com- 
mission In tho V. 8. Army* J^^^ 

Thia la to adTiae that on March 15, 1944, tho eubject, accompanied by hia wifo, 
GWYH COHCSR aSTB INBBCK, ont crod Brownwrille, Taxes t Tia pan American Clipper enroate '.' 
from tho Hofdraa Hotel. Mexico, D. T. to their realdoneo at 550 B. 51at Street, 
Hew York City. At the time of their entry, tt was ascertained that tho subject " 
waa an AmeAoam eltlnon born at Salinas, California, on February 27 9 1902, ami 
that hia wlfoSvaa i also an American oltlsom, baring been born lm Chicago, Illlnole, 
October 25, 191VV It mas also learned that the eubject la presently employed 
as a writer by tig Jew York Herald Tribune and that lm 1945 ha had boon om a : ; 
six -months assignment to England, Africa, and Sicily aa a war correspondent* / 

Tho subject adTlaod that om that assignment he had been slightly wounded and that - 
the purpose of hia present two-monthe trip to Mexico City had been to regain Ma 
health before reeuning hia work for the ebore-mentioned newepeper* * 

;y ■ ■■; :..:" v >- : ~ . . ' ;, 

Tho aboTO la being eubmitted for the infbnatlon of the Bureau and a oopy of thia 
letter has been designated for tho information of the Hew York City Office* Ho 1. 
further action lm thia matter i a presently contemplated by thle Office* ^ 

CO Hew Tork Cltj 
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RECORDED & INDEXED 



fix 




POMIDMTIAl r ; 



8 -"v.. I f; 
10 APR 15 ^ 






.J 



y 




found Soviets Eager for Peace, V 
Capa, Steinbeckjell Trib Foruqi 

The word most frequently heard /CfepajpW the fourth session of the 



ourmg xneir xecem wut oi uie oo- 
^ \1et Union was "peace" author jJoj 
{}' Stejjjjggfc jand photographer 




Otwii a, OOitr, of bu a*ojis, 
shared half «f the IM7 Kobe! 
' rMse In Medicine and Physiology 
with her husband, Prof, F. Cory, 
The other half of the award, 
which was made In two parts, 
(vent to Bernardo A. Houssay of. 
, koenos Aires. The Corys were 
honored for the joint discovery of 
Catalytic metabolism of glyco~ene? 
and Honssay. for' his research on 



HCrJUU invinc rvtuu irrw%?Bumj 

evening 

Capa aead a joint report of their 
observations while visiting the 
Ukraine, Georgia and Great Rus 
sian industrial cities as a self-styled 
-cold wax team* of correspondents. 
."These people were destroyed 
and hart much more than any 
that I have seen during my ten 
years of aattlefleids and they 
hate war more than any one I 
ever talked to* declared Capa, 
He said a halt of the * vicious and 
insane game" of recriminations be- 
tween Russia and the 17. 5. would 
find immediate approval among 
Russian masses. He staled Russians 
were particularly Interested tn 
hearing about "the persecution of 
liberals" in America and that be 
and Steinbeck told them "to our 
i knowledge there are no political 
j prisoners in the United States yet" 
-I am holding my fingers crossed,* 
he told the Forum audience, 
"We do not know who started thle 
vicious and insane game of stupid 
accusation afid violent criticism. It 
is not very important who started 
it The Important thing is who fe 
going to stop it. • . -~ 

*Tbe people of Russia In owr lit- 
tle experience want the same 
things oar people do — f+odJ 
shelter, security and the ability taJ 
raise and feed and educate tbAr 
children in peace. And this Is lie] 
really Important thing. That Its' 



a!V 



•all isrssjttnc* coktaixw 

HEREIN IS URCIASSirnW - 
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RECORDED -I </ 

INDEXED _ » J 

Jftpy - z r:37 4 19*?, 



This is a clipping from 
Page *f of the 
DAILY WORKER 

Date ¥ < 7 - U 
Clipped at the Seat of 
Government 



4i 



Jan 18, 1947 



lion. J. Edgar hoover 
•ashington, LV C. 



I 



bmmr Sir; 

I trust that your agents in San f*ancisco are watching these 
series of alticles with much interest • | 
Mo doubt you have a file on this John Steinbeck; one of our foram**t 
Commie inspired writers who hat written many stories whose theme was to a|lr 
up class conciousness . Grapes of *rath etc* 
j The most shocking element here is the fact thet Steinbeck is even 

given apace on the £>an *rancisco, after being denouced by W. K. Hearst bao^ 

in 58 or As you know know, |[BiHfl^ll|||Hlj|HiHHl^^^BF 

a^sted this picture Grapes * 




of Wrath , seeing the underlying motives. 



Tha vary aama executives on this papar purged this girl for her conytei 
attack on the Commie themes emraaneting from Hollywood. 

I wrote a lwtter to ^^^^^^^^F of the An 6 el#s E*«*iiner , i 
regading this Steinoeek, seeking to hole up the articles. Also asking just * 

i 

who was responsible for this light about face . iti.seems that this is the onlj 

... ,c:-.-^ 

v hearst ,-aheet that is earring Steinbeck's series. 

^ cam Steinbeck have such "eesy access to "INSIDE THE IRON CUKTAlS 



s/ — iioa cam 

when YOU and other LOYAL Americans ere forbibben to enter . 
San irancisco is a veritable LITTLE MOSCOW to te suaa. 
I fully reeliz» that the Examiner came out "finally" 



w^Lopal fcayor 

y -5 >: 

y Robinson, who ran oh an Anti Commie plaTTorm. "Eut ^fc^-^pijVT Ih jl iy entered t 
,» picture after hobinson bad a commending leadjN(/erl$y F s£a4 : it^ 5 that they were. 
' r,l| hohlnf ' -euse they fiRured he would win.'/. NOT tecause he was theJ^s^ftB£ 




2D indTJ'ou or the principles that he stood for** 

Shen G arrived here a year ago , I proceeded to inform Robinaon of Prank 
Havenner's record in Washington, which had been kept very much in the dark 



3: 



on the West Coast. With all this information it was clear sailing to be sure; 
Tiiis RE D minority element in San Francisco is plentyb dangerous . and a veritfj 
pojder keg. Of course I appreciate th# fact that I am not telling you any thl^ 
that is new. fj 

This Steinbeck running in the Examine* over Ada's dead body, a girl 
who was willing to sacrifice her very life for her country stands vindlcatev 
today for the fight she had even within her own ranks on this paper. 
tflc I exepected f§^^^^^^^^^^o hring this matter to Mr. Herast f s attention, 
*ho is residing as you know .in Beverly Hills.. 
I trust that this information will prove to be helpful to you. 
Uitfa kindest regards . 





[Am a< en r PIajr; 
" A Club Dance 

■res hg Robot Cape, «** ftafcemed on m crJhxth* 
Kit*, art the Sociei U taunt- This f*rm mis 
fade dsmksgcti km the mithxigh tU 

~ — *»t *ff JbifleJ On rt* /*Jpl J JO0 fleafe 
tngmgesi bn raising mhtstU ray rn^d cOr» mfttn 
twm tptcisd correspondent* of The S+mfc 
mnd thw Nem For* HtrsJd Triton* 




CHAPTER Vm 

-- we w»Tkcd down through the 



N THE cttou!^, we wjutsea aown inrougfi me 
tiPags, *r,<3 post the pond, to the clubhouse. As 
we pened the little lake; a boat came across ft, 
there was muse in the boat, a curious music 
bstrmneot* w«re a balalaika, a little drum with 
^ small cymbal, and a concertina, and this was the 
*Janc* music of the village. The players moved across 
the lake in the boat, and landed in front of the dub- 

BOUSC 

S n W qnU* m Urji buOtfinf . Um chib. 11 W ft am*! 
■Safe, and is front of UK itar* etmi boards tad checker 
>»*rd*, mod tbco * danoiia; ipace, fed then rows tod 

ataf ^- 1 /X» a.. ■ nS ■ I i ■■ # 
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[ And tbn ■!« tftu<hH 

_» *w «f Una. 

£^JS a"" a/ mftTTlftft^ftblft 

^,'au 

W6^nJ»K. XI 4*r uwy t^d 

la U* f^kl* ^oor daj 
teUiMMd^ af!«r « 
^ a»xr tbr, prA*^ 

|»Saim al algbl. T1» toaa at U» 

*l?ra* tah)P« ptajri crj. 

1byth#- 

. lif«n£atta« . 

_ ju fea plar-wai f^artraj tkr 
#*r-. aad Op* waa a*Ul^ ap 
»• t* piwtoaraj* U» piay. 

i PREFEB DANCING— 

* aaauad to aa that lfe> ftofti 
W> a lttV impaiku*. wbaa tte 
Saaatc atopped. Tb*r «M sat 
»au«. to atop duxtoc tar th# plar. 
, & au a Utt^ pnopajatxla nhn 

aaa »t ««- — *— 

\mm aoary . _ _ 

Wm rtrf <b a farm ant aa* la a 
far in aM a<e Acaa'iMC wmm\ 

■ j. aad _ 
Cp***, aa4 aa t 

tha fU f adaaa 

f alrt wtiQ u a Wl«adF 
s fir! w4b> haa Im«d itoea- 
*>r ta irf*t wort ta ta« 
TW aaoadant gkrl »te 

to patz.1 b«r n-lta aoudw 
1 Um «t*ct. ftixl I. ofavtoqtfW 

taster tvl «aialj *arj 
with tar baud* at aar 

THt third manto af th» sat k 
fWrak traetflr djtrir, ant Uw to 
kw^t-nf totoa ia that ha Ja raaftr 
a^tra rtty 4rtw, ani toe ptaj aaft- 
laan Md up u boor aad a >— ^ 
V f!W che tractor to had < 
wwttat arfth all day. Tfc. I 
— — « tractar drtvrr tod oa* ' 
f** and oair ona. ba 
fartt al» Uqcs paciBf >»»^l 






^crattetractfrdrtTtraBikrai 
Wi tha decadent fUrt wto> wants 
manatot tor aaila> H> Li ta 
h«t and ha li la grava 
' * «tof Kla aotit to thfc» 
glfL lb tort, aa tha 
aaa, n la obrtoua that 

-aadj- to thrww up hta 

- BWfli a tractor, and totptta; 
i % wpotoy «f tht pKpta. to 
Into ■ aft* aad art 
atartmart and Ira aortt, with 
_ «to Mii^tliia aM. But tat 
krt«aoa leader rtrl. rtaadtoa; my 
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r i jour Utter dated January 10, 1940, ■•-■\<X-: : y-- 

vith encloeiirea, Itae teen received, ana J wan* ,/v 
to expreee my appreciation to you /or having . ; ^ v 
'■*'* - broupM tkfe swtter to my a^Untton*^.^^^^^^^- 




. John Edgar Roover 

., Ltreotor . ; 

ft i + <~ >* v ,i" - V V<-:t^. ; ■*- ■ '■-* ^ 
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jrorjf 37i<* fndf ufdual hu rorreaponded tht !.' • 

V:.- VTCV-"--^ Bureau on eeveral previous oooaetone on *atter*:%s:±c%^\> 
... -r 7 *^ * «/ e^ntlor nature, and now dratae the Director'* - 
^ r -' •■.v^-*'-'.''" attention to John Stetnbeok a* a Communist in ?■] -r.-J V:-- /J 
r/^'^:*^-":^5>>:-J;'.: aonnoctJon w<tn a series of articles Steinboele 
sj. wrote ooncern^n^ /?ue«ta# 
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v John StttnbccFi \ 



*\ "Russian Journal 9 
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By Robert J'Yiedsnas 

JOHN ? STEINBECK'S warm sympathy for people, |S 
evidenced in his A Russian Journal, (published today) 
is the one positive feature of An account of a visit to the 
Soviet Union which i* 'otherwise* What w 



overrun with frivolous provincialism 
and a coy disinclination to face 
political ryallUrs. 

Steinbeck has taken out the coo* 
yenUonal Insurance against critf- 




WUh pboiofraphs by Ro&er 
Vlfcloa M«w Tart. *» pp. 



clsm by concluding that his journal 
f 'till not be satisfactory eHher to 
\ttie ecclesiastical Left nor the 
\£cmpen Right. The first wd say 
\f \s anti-R«slau, and the second 
that it la pro-Russian. Surely it Is 
superficial, and bow could it be 
otherwise? We have no conclusions 
to draw, except that Russian people 
are like all other people In the 
world Some bad ones there are 
aurely, but by far the greater num- 
ber are very good." 

Now the above is pretty childish 
•tuff. It is a fraudulent 'objectivity 
which presumes to be accurate 
merely because it is Inconsistent and 
superficial enough to draw fire from 
all sides. And it was a waste of Mr. 
' Steinbeck a time to discover so 
laboriously that all people are alike 
I What a reader logically expects 
\ from a "Russian Journal" is 
plattti de but an examination 
way of life of a people which rijht 
now is definitely not like that ot 
-all other people." 

* * * 

THIS STEINBECK HAS NOT 
done, even to the minimum extent 
required /fr4 fT^ B' impressions 
UffAf VwTsi say, to a more 
ipBrough study. This viewer frank 
if could not decide whether Stein 
tick's faUure was due to choice or. 
W an eppuUlnj pollticar Miltteiagj 



provide* a government 
'checks and balances"? Or of 
naivete which mas it that *s*r awv-j 
eminent Is designed U keep 
fraaa geiim* tee mock 
burins; get it, tr+m keeping 
And, «wa agrees," Stetabec* writes 
eelenmjy, "that tSh makes 

try function saarj »i»wW an* 
tnai it certainly makes U function 



. — - «» — * ■ ■» »* 
FKOVINCIAI^ in ^ 
complaining: that 
thfa k they have discovered 
Invented products or methods 
points out* they 
didn't. This, from a native of a land 
in which U. 8. contest winners of an 
'kinds are automatiocaly described ar 
unquestioned world's champions. 

writes feelingly of the raver 
enoe throughout the world far the 
memory of Roosevelt. Yet be com- 
plains of a like tribute by the, 
Soviet peoples to Stalin and 



that 
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to wheal the dtouneiire eh*n*t~feJ BOT ** — w , 
£ I-*rfein^^^ intimates that Stalin was a 

^^ m f^J^ ^ hypocrite in objecting to adulation. 

Steinbeck makes the conventional 
bourgeois plaint about Soviet een- 



at 



It to foolhanQy for a man who 
does not know the .facts of life in 
his own backyard to fare forth m 
an interpreter of his neighbor. 

There to little in A Russian Jew* 
nsl to indicate that Steinbeck has 
any comprehension of Marxism, the 
cause for war, the fundamental 

difference between capitalism and 

socialism. He doesn't like war afin'J c tfl|tently reproduced, 
he says so. He would hate to see 
another one. He to fond of children 
and good, honest people, Russian as 
well as any other kind. 

But his Journal to filled with 
trivia which will not help people 
understand the first socialist state 
because Steinbeck himself never 



sorship and "suspicion" of foreign-} 
era and cutely explains them as. 
traditional Russian behaviour. Very 
possibly and, in the light of the 
author* political maturity this 
not sarcastic — Steinbeck does not 
know of the 10-year effort through 
conspiracy and armed attack by 
capitalist states to destroy the So- 
viet Union. - ■ " 

One eenld ge an anottng Stein- 
beck* bat what fart A EneaUn 
Journal to much mose enlightening 
about the kind of culture which 
develops such toteliectuai Sad Bacs> 
ery than abont the Soviet Union. I 
Robert Capa's photographs, whi* 
mustrate the text are striking a%X 
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Steinbeck Sans Wra 

^^etTyork: Viking Press. 220 page*. (9 .7$. v uv < ^ i ^ ^ I 
■m m It STEINBECK tias joined the fraternity of vodka visitors. For three weels 
JY/| tnur«i the Soviet Union under the subtle guidance of VOKS, the goverj- 




ft STEINBECK tias joined the fraternity of vodka visitors. For three wee! 
he toured the Soviet Union under the subtle guidance of VOKS, the goven 
merit agency for "cultural JiasonT saw Moscow celebrate its 800th annJ 
veriary. got stomach cramps from overeating on a collective farm, inspected the 
ruins of Stalingrad, was wined and dined in Georgia, flew back to Moscow, where he 
cha ttered with American officials and correspondents, came home and wrote a hook, 
Now Mr. Steinbeck did see a few - 



things that may prove interesting to 
the average reader, and Robert Cap* 
^ contributes a few nice (but not ex- 
ceptional) shots of life in Russia- There 
are impressive descriptions of wartime 
destruction, of the shortage of artificial 
limbs, of Soviet inefficiency and "snafu,*" 
Steinbeck give some curious examples 
of black market activities in Russia, of 
transportation difficulties, - of the 
sickening hero-worship of the leaders. 

The careful reader will be able to 
detect a few other interesting bits of 
Information; the survival of deep 
religious feeling in the country; the 
greater emphasis on government build- 
ing rather than on residential housing 
jconst ruction; the utter lack of humor 
and the depressing serenity of Moscow, 

us contrasted with the climate <rf 
greater spontaneity as one gets further 
away from the bureaucratic center. 

And yet, one cannot help question* 
fog Mr. Steinbeck's understanding ot 
Kum&ia. He went to Moscow as an 
*honeif and liberal" man, he say?, 
to concern himself with politics 
V j Ad the larger* issues" but "simply 
] fa report .. , • neither critically nor 
^ favorably.*' But how can he speak 
Vf>f life in a totalitarian State without 
Constantly referring to the government 



and its agencies? How sure is he that 
he got to the ''people** and not merely 
to a model farm in the Ukraine and 
to a show-case sanatorium on the 
Black Sea? If Steinbeck was 

merely after the answers to such 
questions as "Do children go to school 
in . Russia?" He could have saved 
himself the trouble of going. He 
speaks no Russian, and all his contact 
was made through official interpreters. 
Steinbeck, whom the Russians coDj 
aider one of America** top figure! 
■ was wined and dined, was taken 
a Moscow nightclub and to a K>^ 
cocktail bar, went to the country home 
of such Soviet millionaires as Alex- 
ander Korneichuk — and concludes 
that the Russians have plenty to «sat; 
he even states that the quality of 
Russian clothing" improved during the 
few weeks he spent in Russia. 

• * • ' 

HE ATTENDED the celebrt of 
the SOOth amUversary of Moscow with 
louis Aragon, the French Stalinist 
writer, and was Impressed by the 
splendor of festivities, Capa ge: 
led around Moscow by a special o 
cial assigned "to facilitate his roov 
ments about the city"; "in Jfed Soj 
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he bad a militia man assigned to him 

[to make things easy and stop any un- 
pleasantness**; yet throughout the book 
Steinbeck never mentioned the MVD. 
Most startling, perhaps, is Stein beck's 
own attitude toward the Soviet Union. 
His book is full of what Koestler would 
call false equations. When Capa is 
stopped from taking pictures at a lend- 
leased tractor plant in Stalingrad, 
Steinbeck reminds us that foreigners 
may not photograph Oak Ridg; either. 
In his mind, "Moscowitis" and "Wash- 
ingtonitis" cancel each other out. When 
he admits that the collective farm he 
was shown put on a big show for hinv 
he insists that "any Kansas farmer" 
would do the same for his guests, * 

Steinbeck wants 1 "peace** and hates 
all "curtains/' iron or otherwise. He 
does not care about governments, good 
or bad He comes up with a conclusion 
that is neither here nor there: "We 
knew rothing about the things Ameri- 
can papers were howling about — Rus- , 
sian military preparations, atomic re- 
search, slave labor, the political skull- 
duggery of the Kremlin." And he still 
doesn't As a matter of fact, he is 
proud of his ignorance. Even Capa is 
led to remark that "Steinbeck is so 
goddam innocent that mil questions 
posed by the curious and hero-wor- 
shipping Russian population are an- 
swered by a friendly grunt, This I 
do not know.*" When he is asked if 
the American people want war with 
Russia, be replies: "We don't know/* 
■Whether the question concerns Waf- 
ll ace's popularity or American foreim 
Jpolicy, the agnosticism and decadent 



of American ! ? ng or U. S. supports 
of reactionaries and fascists, Steinbeck's I 
answer is invariably, "1 don't know . . . I 
no one tells us these things" J 

Under -such circumstances it is not 
surprising that the world-shaking con- 
clusion to Steinbeck's conducted tour 
is that "the Russian people are people,* 
"tjiat they are very nice." He adds that 
they want "the same things all people 
want — good lives, increased comfort, 
security, and peace." But he does not 
tell us if the Russian people are get- 
ting any of the 



STEINBECK USED TO BE known 
as a man with a strong social con- 
science. The Grapes of Wrath and 
Tortilla Flat were full of righteous 
moral indignation about social and 
economic injustice. In The Moon It 
Down Steinbeck made a heated it 
somewhat pedestrian attack on totali- 
tarian aggression and conquest- Those 
were the days when Steinbeck could 
be counted upon to .stand up and wield 
his pen in behalf of democracy and 
freedom. Even today had he gone to 
Spain or China, he would surely 
e come back to write a book 
er to demonstrate that the "Chine 
pie want good lives, and comfo 
that "the Spaniards like peace, 9 , 
. 4 — . — — . - ,, j 
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/o&s £rne»t-N$*#in6*c*, outAor, playwright and war 
correspondent, was born*at Salinas, California, om February 27, 
1902* I Ma graduated from Salinae Sigh school in 1913 and uas. a 
student at Stanford University far /toe yeara but did met 
graduate. Me xarried Carol Meaning in 1930 and was divorced 
from her in March, 1943, Me narried cwym Conger on March 39, 
1943, and Elaine Scott on December 3d, 1950* Ma has been the 
author of a number of book* and won awarded the Pulttser prise 
im 1-40. Among the booka far which ha to 'moat noted are 
tortilla flat," 1935/ "Of Mice And Men," 1937; "Grapea Of 
Wrath, 0 1939; "The Moon la Down," 1942 j "cannery Sow," 1943 / „ 
"The r.a\,+ard Bus," 1947; and "A Russian Journal," 1943, He ' 
waa alee employed aa a tar correepondent and aa a writer for 
the Hew York .'erald Tribune" during 1943, 1944, 1947, and 1948) 
Steinbeck aa* rice President of sorld tides, Ina,, an organisat 
chartered in Mew Tork State on December 18, 1947, for the pur pa 

rams, fthe's 3ho In Anertca," 1952-i 
^ ' 1C0-340922-1U, p. 1, f 
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The Bureau hue conducted no investigation concern in 
John 3teimbecf, Mowever, under data of May 11, 1042, Attoraa 
General Middle forwarded to the Bureau a letter received by 
him from Steinbeck thick stated in part "Jo you suppose you " 
could ask Edgar's boys to stop stepping on my heels? They 
think I am an enemy alien. It's getting tiresome," After 
checking the Bureau files the Attorney General Las advised 
that Steinbeck was not being and never had beam incestigatjd. 
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Steinbeck was investigated by 9-9 daring 1943 to 
determine his suitability to hold a commission tm th* 9* S% I' 
Army, After investigation the Chief, counter Intelligence _r 
|rei«^^-l, recommended to no ^be^jjgpsjdsped favorably fe 
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a commission. Investigation developed that Steinbeck's firmer 
wife, Carol, had registered ae a Communist in Santa Clara County, 

SV» H^it 4 m mm Wm**+mxmmm A * QQP Kwi wm ^ 4 m4Vm9>m*i mm m flmmmmmm+ - 

Is J 939* According to Carol, shs registered as a Communist to 
see what would happen and to see what the react torn would be 
in a small town, but regretted this move because it reflected 
unfavorably on her husband* She and others advisee that 
Ste in beck was a registered democrat and probably favored the 
Mem Heal but he had mover been a Cemmunist.J^vy 

This investigation also revealed that Steinbeck ' 

+ fcis*«/f A«*<s*7*Jt 4* + hm £V> i.mm h+ f O V^/^ mnH A nf< 1 1 t O OA 

issues of "Pacific Weekly, * cited as a Communist publication by 
the California Committee on Un-American Activities* He also 
subscribed to the "daily People 'sMprld, * west coast Communist 
newspaper, as ef September 1939.(f)(\A) |> tr &rmH 

Associates and friends of Steinbeck advised 0-2 that 
he wae honest, loyal, patriotic, anc an excellent and sincere 
writer. They stated that although he exercised poor discrettem 

W ti him «nr7 i' /intii r\ t mw* 4 4k 4 m ^ mt* mmm/-\r+4n + {— r-> 4 4- k 

w *» i v r»y »~ *~ ' ,* ^ w|f « w ■ f » »'»^ vj| www v » *• y w v v f • v v w 

elements of the Communist Fcrty, he was not interested tn 
advancing the cause of the Party but in gathering material 
for his writings on ceriatn social conditions existing tn the 
United States at that time* T*ey reported that he wrote various 
articles which were published by Communist organixatione because *]F 
the economic vte*s expressed were considered radical* However, 
he rejected Communistic political and economical theories 
repeatedly and alscarded his association with that element 

mmhmn i 4k h + r*rr m + m Y\ n t mm + 4* hn ■+ htm ts^+m+lnm mmn m Km 4 fs <r> mam mA 4km 

further interests of the P«rty. (0-8$ 100-166188-2) (fQ(Lg fl>*(***^ 

ArriLIATIOM hlTR CQiMUXlST FROST OKGASIZATIOtfS : 

During 1938, Steinbeck granted the Simon J. Lubin 
Society of California, Inc., permission to republish his 
pamphlet entitled "Their Blood Is Strong, 0 a story of the 
migratory agricultural workers in Calif omia, which was 

Awtf t mr% 7 In r> */ h 1 4 m h m A 4m 1 Q*Q* M /s ^ rt < « 4* frtPdiA 

Comsfttt* on Un-American Activities, the Sition J. Lubin ; 
Society, Inc., was a Communist front for California agrarian 
penetration, organised in the pall of 1936 by Unit 104 of the 
Professional Section ef the Communist Party. (61-7559-2-99?) 
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In approximately 1936, th* Committee to Aid Agricultural 
Worker* was organ issd under Steinbeck 's leadership. £teinbeck 
•2*9 * trued as chairman •/ this organisation which ha* been 
referred to as tfct /«hn £t#infc«e* Co«oltt## to itd iyrfcoltunol 
farmer*. iccordi«p to o»« oo*rc* •/ unknown reliability, thi* 
committee *«* organised after Sietnbeck had es posed the situation 
of th* nigrant farmer* and 'Okies" in his book*, Thi* scurcs 
• toted th*r* wo* nothing political in th* work of th* eo unit tee, 
th* purpose tetng to gather food and clothing for thj>*e in need. 
Another source indicated that th* committee furnfhed financial 
atsistance to th* United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing and 
Allied Worker* of America, Many of the oupporter* of thi* 
organ tea t ion were known to be Communist part if member* *r 
people who had been actio* in behalf *f Communist united 
front organisation*. Th* American legion Badioal Sessarch 
£p» Bureau described thi* committee a* a "very Bed cutfit." 
tfc ^^ ^g^^^^r^mW Lo* An^sles meu er of the committee; 
^iB3^^PTOPJf5?5557; 200-333327-2; 100-6033-9, p. 204; 



200-3*23-26, p. 13) 



John 3tetnbeck wa* on* of the *pon*or* and delegates 
to the western Mritere Congress (declared to be a subsidiary of 
the American kriters Centre**, cited by the SCUA) conjerence 
held in San francieco, California, on Mooenber 13 and 24, 1936, 
(Die* Committee hearing, Volume 3, fag* 2996) 

Steinbeck teas motive in the League of American 
Writer* (cited by the Attorney Gen*rc2) during 2938-2940, 
nerving that organisation ae one of the vice president* tn 
U39 and a* on* of the board cf director* of the California 
League of American frtter* in 1940. B* aleo furnished that 
organisation with a statement for publication in a booklet 
published during May, 1936, and etgned an open letter to all 
Senator* and member* cf the Souse of Representative* during 
1939. (61-^759-667612; 100-7322-6, 26/ 61-7531- 163210 / 
61-7561-2*67) 

Steinbeck roe among these who signed an open letter 
tc the Government and People of the United State* aponeored by 
th* Washington Committee to Lift the Spanish tmbargo (cited a* 
a Communist front by the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities) en January 32, 2939, ("Mew fork Tines;" 121-23278- 
267212, p. 1506) 
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